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Belgian 'Pride' (in the name of love)
Welcome to the May/june
edition of Brussels in View.
The clocks have changed
and we're well on the way
to summer now, here in the
capital of Europe.
As ever, there's plenty
going in Brussels and
beyond, much of which is
highlighted in this edition.
One of the most colourful
evens of the year, of course,
is always the Pride parade,
which this year takes place
on 20 May amid many other
events celebrating the LGBT
community and culture.
Expect between 60,000100,000 people at the

parade and in the
downtown Village for this
22nd edition, which is
entitled Crossing Borders.
Brussels in View also brings
you news of the awards
given to nine Brussels-based
cultural and tourist
initiatives credited with
helping to restore the city’s
battered image after the
terrorist attacks last year.
There are also reviews,
previews, exhibition news
and more inside this issue,
so do enjoy it, share it, and
make the most of the good
weather when we have it!

What’s Happening Belgium?
Need to keep up with local news and
events on Facebook? Founder of a local
event page, Mike Chambers, explains
What’s Happening Belgium?
“It’s an open group on Facebook multilingual - and now has more than
9,000 members and reflects not only
Belgians but those who come to the
country as expats from all over the world.
“It’s become successful because it listens
to what members want.” You can ask to
join the group here
MIXITY.brussels 2017
Central Brussels
(Now through the summer)
This summer will be MIXITY.brussels as
the city is the place to be with a wide
range of activities
Everyone knows that the city hosts
the EU but it is far more than that as the
Belgian capital hosts a wide variety of
different events to show the world that it
is also a city of culture, diversity and fun.
Brussels is host to 183 different
nationalities and, this year, a focus will be
placed on that diversity with something
for everyone. Humans of Brussels is an
exhibition in which the diversity of people
who live, work and visit the city can be
seen. These are private lives opened up
to the public and during which you can
learn more about the lives of people who
make this city such a cosmopolitan place
to live.
To celebrate the city’s support of the
thriving LGBT community in Brussels, on
20 May there is the Pride2017 parade
through the centre of the town as well as
a number of events, parties and generally
good times until the end of the month.
www.visit.brussels

Leuven Beer Month
Central Leuven
(21 April - 5 June)
If you are like us and love Belgian beer,
then the city of Leuven has donated a
whole month to the celebration of this
most Belgian of products.
Leuven is considered to be the home of
Belgian beer, so where better to sample
some of this liquid refreshment than in
the town where it was born? There are a
number of events planned allowing you
to sample some of your favourite brands,
or perhaps discover some new brews that
you had not tried yet.
Throughout the weeks many of the
bars and cafés will be trying to tempt you
with a variety of different beers created,
not only in Leuven, but in many other
different parts of Belgium. There will be
beer tastings and workshops, a host of
beer-related activities and special guides
for beer-loving foodies who like to enjoy a
meal together with their favourite tipple.
This is definitely an event during which
you can leave the car at home, as Belgian
beer is notorious for having a high level of
alcohol when compared to more normal
beers. Perhaps it would be a good idea to
book a room in a local hotel first in case
the enjoyment goes to your head.
www.visitleuven.be
Brusselicious 2017
Central Brussels
(All year)
Belgian cuisine may not have the same
reputation as, say, French, however, there
are many fine restaurants around the
country that provide the best food using
local ingredients. They also respect the
history and culture of Belgian cuisine.
The country has created its own quality
brussels in view is published by
EU Reporter Ltd.
Registered in the United Kingdom
Company no: 07246293
VAT no: GB 995 6193 59
Editor: Tony Mallett
Web: brusselsinview.eu
Email: brusselsinview@gmail.com
Phone: 0032 472 280 878

Page 2

label to recognise the contribution that
many restaurants make to maintaining
the high quality and authenticity of
Belgian food – Brusselicious.
The list of places was put together by a
team of restaurant critics and food
journalists who looked for quality,
ingredients and service in all of the
eateries listed.
Each certified establishment has its
own unique atmosphere and personality.
Also included in the list are many of the
friteries in and around the city centre. You
can find a long list of these places at the
link below, and spend many a happy hour
sampling some of the world’s best food
www.visit.brussels
Carolus Festival
Central Brussels
(May until September)
If you’re in and around Brussels through
the summer months, then there are a
number of events that come under the
banner of the Carolus Festival. This brings
together a celebration of the renaissance
and European history through costumes
and parades throughout the city.
It also highlights the role that Brussels
played throughout the renaissance and
refers to Charles the Fifth who was one of
the most powerful rulers in Europe in the
16th century and whose main place of
residence was Brussels.
In July there will be a number of parades
with people dressed in brightly coloured,
historical costumes, plus concerts and
events that will introduce you to this
fascinating period of history. Carolus is
definitely something to put in your diary
for the (hopefully) warm summer days.
www.visit.brussels

DISCOVER
EUROPE’S NICEST
PLACES ...

Besotf theBest

The

Mini-Europe is above all an “invitation to travel”. The chimes of Big Ben, the gondolas in front of the Doge’s Palace, the Grand-Place in Brussels,
the Acropolis ... an animated tour with visual and sound effects of 350 miniatures and attractions that you won’t find anywhere else.
The best miniature park in Europe. All the monuments have been recreated down to the smallest detail. Big Ben is 4 m high. With its height
of 13 m, the Eiffel tower projects above a 3-storey building ! And yet all the buildings are on a scale 1 to 25.
All kinds of working models. Be surprised by the eruption of Vesuvius or the fall of the Berlin wall, watch the launch of Ariane V and marvel
at many other working models, for both young and old.

Europe in a few hours …
Open every day from mid March till begin of January from 9:30 am till 05:00 pm. Open By Night with musical firework the 3 first Saturdays in August.
Catalogue available in 11 languages (D, E, F, EN, I, NL, HB, RU, PL, PT, CN). Restaurant - cafetaria.

MINI-EUROPE Bruparck, B-1020 Brussels
Tel.: +32 (0)2/474.13.13. - Fax : +32 (0)2/478.26.75
http://www.minieurope.eu - Email : info@minieurope.eu

A fascinating
presentation for
everyone, not to be
missed during your
stay in the Capital
of Europe !

...and there’s more going on

The World of Steve McCurry
La Bourse, Brussels
(Until 25 June)

Bruges – UNESCO World Heritage
Central Bruges
(All year)

Terrace time!
Central Ghent
(All year)

Steve McCurry is possibly one of the
world’s most iconic photographers and
has produced some of the best-known
photographs from around the globe
(above). This expo shows more than 200
of his most memorable images in a large
format and follows his 35-year career.

Bruges has held a World Heritage Site
award since 1998 and is popular with
locals and visitors alike. It’s famous not
only for its valuable architectural history
and heritage but also it’s brick-Gothic
buildings. There’s more to the city than
just its buildings, though, with a wide
range of cafés and bars. There are also
events always taking place, such as
the Carillon concerts on Monday and
Wednesday evenings during the Summer
months. These draw a large audience to
the Belfort courtyard.

At this time of year the people of
Ghent flock to the terraces to enjoy the
surrounding city and meet friends.

The collection focuses on some of the
most remarkable people from around
the world, from Afghanistan to India and
the Middle-East, and contains images of
complex experiences and emotions.
His photographs reveal a wide range of
diversity between people - but also a
common humanity that often surprises
the viewer. This is a ‘must-see’ expo in the
centre of Brussels.
www.stevemccurryexpo.be

www.visitbruges.be
The great outdoors
Central Antwerp
All year)

Spring has sprung here in Belgium and,
as tradition demands, it is that time of
year when the tables and chairs come
out of storage and cafés welcome
visitors to their outdoor terraces.

For those of you who are more energetic,
Antwerp has provided a number of sites
where you can take your bicycle and
enjoy some healthy exercise in the
sunshine. You can discover a number of
oases in and around the city, too.

For many locals it is a time for
celebration when you can finally sit
outside your favourite bar with your
family and friends and enjoy the warm
sunshine. Across Belgium many towns are
providing useful guides for cyclists and
walkers to make the best of the weather.

Middelheim Park is an outdoor
museum where you can cycle around
the exhibitions, enjoy a picnic or simply
jog around the many sculptures. And the
Botanical Garden is one of the city’s
gems. You can take a leisurely stroll
through the many flowers and plants.
www.visitantwerpen.be
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A spring/summer outing is the perfect
way to recharge your batteries. Graslei
and Korenlei are among the most popular
places to spend a warm day with a row of
historic buildings, right by the river.
If you’re in the city on a Sunday morning
then the Kouter Sunday Flower Market
is the place to be. It is open until 13.00
and is a relaxing way to spend your time
before enjoying lunch.
www.visitghent.be
Neo-canteens and trendy eating houses
Central Brussels
(all year)
Go for it and discover some of the best
and trendiest eating houses around
Brussels. The city has always been a place
of togetherness and many of the new
restaurants reflect this.
The idea behind these neo-canteens
is to provide good food using the best
ingredients, together with providing a
warm and welcoming atmosphere.
Organic ingredients and locally grown
produce are often a feature of this trend
in new restaurants around the city.

The visit.brussels site has provided
a useful guide to some of the best
restaurants around so that you can make
a choice for yourself.
www.visitbrussels.be
Fun tips for a rainy day
Central Antwerp
(all year)
The people of Antwerp are not put off by
bad weather and have provided a useful
guide to a variety events around the city.
Some are sheltered but others give you
the chance to take your umberella and
discover this fascinating city. The
famous Antwerp Zoo is always a favourite
destination for families, as are the various
cinemas in the city. If you want to step
back into history then the Red Star Line
Museum offers you an insight into the
lives of passengers between 1873 and
1935 who emigrated to the USA.
A visit to the Photo Museum is an
intereactive experience with one of the
most significant collections of photos in
Europe. Visitors can also attend lectures
and workshops as well see this wide
collection of photographs.
www.visitantwerpen.be

Sint-Baafs kathedraal
Ghent
(all year)

have investigated the buildings that
surround the area. It’s well worth taking
the time to find out more.

A visit to this historic cathedral is a
must-see for anyone visiting the city of
Ghent. The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb,
which has been recently restored, now
hangs in the church and is one of the
world’s most coveted masterpieces.

The Cinquantenaire Museum (RMAH) is
the headquarters of the Royal Museums
of Art and History. Erected in the 19th
century, it is one of the most extensive
museums in Belgium.

The Van Eyck brothers painted this
unique alterpiece, above, in 1432 and it is
considered to be a prime example of the
Flemish Primatives.
After being taken from the church
during its history it passed from placeto-place around Europe before being
returned to its original place some 50
years ago.
The masterpiece is going through a
seven-year restoration and visitors can
learn more about it, there.
www.visitgent.be
Parc du Cinquantenaire
Central Brussels
(all year)
Anyone who lives or works in the centre
of Brussels will know the park and its
surrounding buildings, but not all will

And Autoworld Brussels relives the
history of the car and contains a variety
collected through the decades.
It is considered to be one of the best
collections of automobiles in Europe and
is respected around the world.
www.mrah.be
www.autoworld.be
The Tram Museum
Woluwe-Saint-Pierre, Brussels
(from 11th March 2017)
You may not think of trams as being
romantic as you travel to work, but at
the Tram Museum they have a variety of
trams from a past age. Throughout the
year they run a number of special trips
using many of these older trams and
making special trips to places such as
Tervuren, Cinquantenaire and Stockel.
www.trammuseum.brussels
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The wonder of Elvis: Hit show
comes to Brussels' Palais 12 venue
To millions he is known as 'The King', and
Belgian audiences will soon be able to
pay tribute to Elvis Presley.
In May, a musical celebration of the
legend for whom superlatives weren’t
enough comes to Brussels.
Called The Wonder of You, this is the
nearest many (apart from the lucky
few) will have come to a live concert
experience featuring Elvis.
The man who sold sold an astonishing
one billion records worldwide will appear
on the big screen and is backed by a full
symphony orchestra.
As a special treat, Elvis’s widow,
Priscilla Presley, will also appear on stage
in person at the show, which takes place
at Palais 12 in Brussels for one night only
on 19 May.
As Elvis made few overseas visits in his
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relatively short life, (he recorded more
than 600 songs in his career but,
remarkably, never performed live in
Europe) Belgian music fans will have a
chance that many have never had before
– to experience the man who changed
the course of popular music.
Elvis, nominated 14 times for the
Grammy Awards, is the biggest selling
solo artist in history and The Wonder of
You features the most recognisable voice
of all time with a full symphony orchestra
live on stage performing the King of Rock
and Roll’s most well-known songs.
He was also an actor, appearing in 31
feature films and musicals.
The show follows the 2015 release of the
chart-topping album If I Can Dream,
which sold in excess of a million units in
the UK and Europe. It comes ahead of
a scheduled follow-up album titled The
Wonder of You: Elvis Presley, with the Royal

Philharmonic Orchestra.
Brussels is part of a ten-date arena tour
in Europe. The European dates follow hot
on the heels of six arena concerts in the
UK in November which all sold out.
The critically-acclaimed If I Can Dream
release, as well as it successor, feature
archive recordings of Elvis’ voice, and new
orchestral arrangements of some of his
biggest hits along with several surprises.
As an actress, Priscilla is known for her
memorable roles in Dallas and The Naked
Gun movies.
A show spokesman said: “These
European performances will be a
musical celebration of the legend for
whom superlatives weren’t enough and
who continues to break records.”
Tickets are priced from €48 to €83 and
available via www.ticketmaster.be

Bonamassa hits Antwerp with a bang!
Legendary blues guitarist Joe
Bonamassa blew away a packed hall of
5,000 fans at the Antwerp Sport Paleis
recently, writes James Wilson.

Strongly influenced by British blues
bands in his early career, Joe is one of the
best blues-guitar players performing in
the world today.

bass guitar Michael Rhodes from Nashville
Tennessee, plus backing vocalists Jade
MacRae and Mahalia Barnes from Sydney,
Australia.

This was the third time he has played on
tour at the Antwerp venue, having first
visited the city 15 years ago. The gig was
part of a European tour that comes ahead
of the release of his latest album Live at
Carnegie Hall in June.

He was born in New Hartford New York
in 1977, and started playing guitar at the
age of four. When he was only 12-years
old, Bonamassa opened for BB King and,
over the years, he has recorded 11 solo
albums that have reached number one on
the Billboard Blues charts.

Passionate about blues music, Joe runs
a not-for-profit organisation called the
Keeping the Blues Alive Foundation to
support music education by funding
scholarships and providing music
education resources to schools in need.

With a support band of seven, Joe
played an electrifying set of two-hours
of solid rock, with the trademark
energy-packed virtuoso guitar solos full
of the passion for the blues for which Joe
has become famous.
Songs included recent hits such as
Mountain Climbing and a wealth of new
material from the singer-songwriter
guitarist. For each new song a newly
tuned guitar from his collection was
brought on stage for the performance.

He celebrated his 40th birthday
this year on 8 May. Bonamassa has a
punishing tour schedule of live
performances which has taken him across
the UK and Europe this spring. He will
tour the USA in the summer and North
America in the autumn.
The seven-piece band includes on
keyboards Reese Wynans, on trumpet Lee
Thornburg, on saxophone Paulie Cerra,
on drums Anton Fig from New York, on

The Foundation has funded music
projects involving more than 30,000
students since 2013 by making weekly
donations to music projects in US schools.
There are plans to take it global.
Joe’s new album, to be released on 23
June, is entitled Live At Carnegie Hall An Acoustic Evening and features a live
performance with a nine-piece acoustic
band recorded over two nights in January
2016 at the world-famous Carnegie Hall in
New York.
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Belgian mandarin's tale is finally told

No-one knew how Belgian orphan Paul
Splingaerd - “the Belgian Marco Polo"
- became a mandarin in 19th century
China, writes Martin Banks.
That is, until now.
A new exhibition, at the ULB in Brussels,
focuses on relations between Tianjin
and Belgium.
And – together with a newly published
book – it also sheds light on Splingaerd,
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an intriguing figure and surely one of the
few whose own personal history straddles
that of both Belgium and China.
So, who exactly was Paul Splingaerd, aka
The Belgian Mandarin?
He was born in Brussels in 1842 and
was a Belgian expatriate of humble
beginnings, who eventually became a
mandarin (bureaucrat in China) in the
late Qing government. Labelled the
Belgian Marco Polo, his Belgian roots

and status as a Chinese mandarin gave
him a unique and highly regarded
perspective on Chinese-Belgian affairs.
It greatly facilitated his effectiveness in
his role as a liaison on multiple SinoBelgian projects in the late 19th century.
He was born in the post-revolutionary
years of Belgium’s secession from the
Netherlands. A mere dozen years earlier,
the Belgium Revolution had established
the Kingdom of Belgium.

But, it wasn’t till 1839, three years
before Paul’s birth, that the Treaty of
London finally recognised Belgium as an
independent country.
Simultaneously, 1842 was also the year
that China was forced to open its doors to
the West. It signalled the end of the first
Opium War, which was started in 1839
and instigated by British-Chinese conflict
over trade and China’s sovereignty.
It ended with the signing of the Treaty
of Nanking; Hong Kong becoming a
British territory and the establishment
of ports in Shanghai, Amoy, Canton,
Ningpo and Fuchow.
Further treaties and concessions with
Britain and France swung the door even
wider ajar in the following years.
The Second Opium War (also called
the Arrow War) from 1856–1860 gave a
footing to even more foreign powers leaving in its wake a China now
completely open to foreign traders from
everywhere. So, this was the world
Splingaerd was born into.
On the very day of his birth on April 12,
1842, he was left at a Brussels orphanage
run by Catholic nuns.
According to a new book, The
Belgian Mandarin, written by his great
granddaughter, Anne Splingaerd
Megowan, “tucked into two warm shirts,
a hooded jacket and a blanket was a birth
certificate indicating the baby’s name and
date of birth”.
Just six weeks later he became the
foster child of the Després family,
from the farming town of Ottenburg,
south-east of Brussels. During his youth,
the town was marked by crop failure,
epidemics and the collapse of the flax
industry. It lost significant portions
of income.
Over-population and growing poverty
proved an obstacle to a proper education
for under-privileged children and had
a serious impact on opportunities for
the poor masses to better themselves.
At 21, Splingaerd left for Brussels to
perform mandatory military service
and find work. It was there that he
encountered Father Theophile Verbist, the
chaplain at his military school.
Having recently become director of
Saint Enfance (Holy Childhood), an
organisation established to help
abandoned children, Fr. Verbist

proceeded to enlist suitable people for
international missionary work in his new
order—the now globally renowned
Congregation of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary (CICM).
Creating a Belgian Mission in China was
at the top of his agenda.
Splingaerd’s lack of sophistication and
poor educational background did not
dissuade the priest, who found him to be
“intelligent, quick-witted, patriotic, loyal
and a devout Christian”.
In 1863, Paul left his position as an
assistant to a local handyman to join
Fr. Verbist’s first recruits performing
similar duties. His decision to accept this
post forever changed his life.
In 1865, he left Belgium for China with
Fr. Verbist, and three other founding
priests, as their handyman and lay helper.
After Father Verbist unexpectedly
succumbed to typhoid fever in 1868 at
the age of 45, Splingaerd, in rethinking
his future, left the mission for Beijing. But
he remained in contact with the mission
for years through visits.
His friend and German craftsman,
Laurent Fransenbach, had an arranged
a job for him with the German/Prussian
ministry, where he himself was employed.
Fransenbach had worked with Paul at
the Belgium Mission after arriving there
with the second wave of priest recruits.
It was at the embassy that Splingaerd
met and became a guide and interpreter
for the eminent, German geographer and
geologist, Ferdinand von Richthofen.
Richthofen is famous for having coined
the termed ‘Silk Road’.
While subsequently running a fur
and wool trading business in Mongolia
(1872–1881), Splingaerd was called by
Viceroy Li Hongzhang to serve as
Customs Inspector at the far western post
of Jiuquan (also known as Suzhou) on the
border with Xinjiang.
During his 14 years as a mandarin in
Jiuquan, he ran the Suzhou Small Pox
clinic, and fostered understanding and
appreciation of westerners, their culture
and their technology.
After his Jiuquan assignment,
Splingaerd was called upon by agents
of Leopold II of Belgium to use his
understanding of Chinese language and
protocol to negotiate revisions to a

contract for the construction of the
Beijing Hankou railway.
His successful efforts were rewarded
with a knighthood, and Splingaerd received a medal designating him a
Chevalier de l’Ordre de la Couronne.
His fascinating story comes to an end
with his death in Xi’an, China in 1906.
Anne Megowan’s 13 years of digging for
information about Splingaerd rewarded
her, not just with information on her great
grandfather, but with the discovery of
fellow Splingaerd descendants across
the globe.
Of Paul and Catherine Splingaerd’s
13 known children, only four had their
own children.
There are four lines of descendants: Of
his three sons, only Alphonse and Remy
had children. Of Splingaerd’s daughters,
only Pauline and Lucie had children.
Splingaerd’s four oldest daughters
became nuns, one died in infancy,
another died of cholera as a young
girl, and two remained childless after
marriage.
In 2009, Splingaerd’s descendants met
in Lanzhou on the centennial anniversary
of the “First Iron Bridge Across the Yellow
River”. Today, it is known as Zhongshan
Qiao (Sun Yatsen Bridge).
Anne recalls: “We were given the
unexpected honour of being conferred
honorary citizenship to the city. The
televised event in front of dignitaries,
drummers, a full orchestra, and fireworks,
made us feel quite special.”
Anne discovered that Lucie has
descendants living in Venezuela, Madrid,
Italy and Belgium itself. Alphonse
Splingaerd, who lived from 1877 to 1943,
was the eldest son and known in China as
Lin Ah De.
A branch of the Lin (Chinese translation
of ‘Splingaerd’) family continues in Taiwan
and Shanghai.
The full story is told in its all its glory in
the new book by his great granddaughter.
It will be translated into Chinese, meaning
that both Belgians and the Chinese can
learn more about the events.
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Banksy's
Bites
take him
to Wavre and
Rhode-SaintGenese
Martin Banks - ever-hungry and on the
road again...
La Peniche
Chaussée de Huy,
Wavre
If you’re looking for a great dining
experience in a novel environment you
should seek out this terrific place.
It’s partly located in what used to be
a canal barge (above) and, ever since it
opened, it’s been making waves on the
culinary scene. Given the sheer quality of
the food that should come as no surprise.
The main card features a lovely
choice of fish and meat,including some
perennial favourites such as rognons de
veau, pigeon and sweetbread and magret
de canard. The sole meuniere (a house
speciality) is equally mouth watering as is
the seasonal asparagus.
There’s also a fine selection of hot and
cold starters, including curried scampi,
and a suggestions menu featuring Irish
steak and marinated salmon. Look out
also for the Menu de Saison and two-or
three-course lunch options.
The word about its fine seafood has
spread so far that people from the Belgian
coast visit just for the fresh fish, because
of its superiority. Considering the
quality,the pricing structure for both food
and wine is very reasonable.
The seafaring theme is reinforced by
the maritime-type uniforms of the staff,
which include the informative and helpful
Christine Hottelet who, like most of her
colleagues, has worked here some years.
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She’ll happily explain the restaurant’s
fascinating history and how the first
owner had to cajole the local mayor to
transport a barge from Thuin to Wavre.
Opened in 1986, the barge (which
formerly plied its trade on the
Brussels-Charleroi canal) was later
lovingly converted into the homely and
welcoming (and expanded) restaurant it is
today, attracting loyal customers from far
and wide.
Cedric Leblicq, trained here when he
was 19. After leaving he returned and,
now aged 34, is the head chef, creating
some really delicious offerings.
Passers-by continue to be amazed by
the sight of a barge in canal-free Wavre.
You’ll also be amazed at the quality of
the cuisine here.
Bois Savanes
Chausee de Waterloo,
Rhode-Saint-Genese
1984 was the year made famous by
George Orwell, and Ronald Reagan was
still US president.
But this was a year notable for
something else too: when this wonderful
restaurant first opened.
That’s nearly 35 years ago and the good
news is that it is still maintaining the
exceptionally high standards it has strived
to set over all these years.
The opening was quite something,
being only the second Thai restaurant in
Belgium at the time.

Visit on any given night and the more
than healthy turnout illustrates its
enduring popularity today.
It’s little wonder because this very
relaxing restaurant offers genuinely fine
Thai cuisine, cooked-to-order and all
according to the finest traditions of what
is a wonderful world food.
Ever keen to ensure they stay one-step
ahead of the growing competition, its
go-ahead owners (who also have a Thai
restaurant in Brussels) have refreshed the
décor, which allows you to dine amidst a
sea of warm colours, thoughtfully
designed furniture and contrasting
bronze crockery. Like the food, it makes
for a winning combination.
Aside from the extensive a la carte,
there are some very appealing formulas,
including the “Bois Savanes” three-course.
The fine food (many of the products
are imported from Thailand) reflects the
owners’ wish to strive for a good mix
between the traditional and what might
be termed the more daring.
But whatever you plump for, whether it’s
spring rolls, cashew nut chicken or the
famous Bois Savanes duck, you’re assured
of leaving very happy. And the portions
are more than plentiful too.
As well as the ample-sized restaurant, it
has a mezzanine - ideal if you’re looking
for a party place for special events such as
a birthday, wedding reception or buffet.
You will also be impressed by the
impeccable service which is the icing
on the cake of an all-round terrific
dining experience.

Awards for Brussels innovators
Nine Brussels cultural and tourist
initiatives that are credited with
helping to restore the city’s battered
image after the terrorist attacks last
year have been recognised.
Each are said to have had a “real impact”
in repairing Brussels’ reputation after
32 people were killed in the March 2016
attacks. The attacks at the city’s airport
and a metro station resulted in a massive
drop in the tourist trade, a trend that has
only recently started to reverse.
The nine projects were honoured at the
recent annual visit.brussels awards.
Following a public vote, a panel of
Brussels-based tourist industry
professionals awarded prizes to those
projects, which, in their respective areas,
were said to have “enhanced the region's
reputation in 2016.”
The winners had been whittled down
from a total of some 63 projects.
Ranging from the city’s newest museum
and an expo on Japanese art, to a food
truck festival and chic hotel, each were
hailed for their “energetic and original
work” and having played a key role in
“reinforcing the European capital's global
reputation”.
The nine initiatives had, said the judges,
made “the greatest contribution to the
region's standing”.

The nine winners are:
NEW CONCEPT:
“100 Masters” - 100 masterpieces of
the Brussels Museums
EVENING EXPERIENCE:
BOZAR Electronic Arts Festival
MOST NOTED EXHIBITION:
Ukiyo-e - The finest Japanese prints
INTERNATIONAL EVENT:
Couleur Café
BEST GASTRONOMIC CONCEPT:
Brussels Food Truck Festival
NEW EVENT & TOURISTIC LOCATION:
ADAM - Art and Design Atomium
Museum
HOTEL NEWCOMER:
JAM Hotel
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS & FAIR:
Art on Paper - The Brussels Contemporary
Drawing Fair

One of the winners, ADAM or Art &
Design Atomium Museum, houses the
Plasticarium Collection, a unique
collection of design highlights, works of
art, but also many everyday objects with
one thing in common: they have all been
produced in plastic.
The collection is the life's work of the
Brussels collector Philippe Decelle.
ADAM's Inge Van Eycken said: “It all
started with a Joe Colombo chair that
Decelle found after somebody had tried
to throw it out with the rubbish. That was
the first item in Decelle's collection and
after that there was no going back.
"He collected an enormous amount of
plastic items, highlights of design from
the Sixties -: mostly everyday consumer
items that people will remember from
their homes, their parents' homes and
even their grandparents’.”
Van Eycken added: “We have some
500 pieces on show in the ADAM,
most from Decelle's collection, but as
he stopped collecting in 2000, we've
augmented the collection with a number
of more recent items.
"In all, the collection consists of some
2,000 items and from time-to-time items
are switched around and taken from our
storeroom to be displayed.”

PUBLIC INITIATIVE:
Make.Brussels
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No Brexit planned at Mini Europe

The UK may have made known its
decision to leave the EU, but there is
some good news for Remainers.
The British monuments at Brussels' Mini
Europe family park will stay - for the time
being at least.
The fear was that it would not just
be the EU that will shrink in the event
of a Brexit but that several British
models would have to be removed
from Mini Europe.
It had been feared that the British
landmarks would have to go if a majority
of Brits decided to leave the EU, which of
course they did, last year.

“Mini Europe will not remove its
models of British landmarks,” said Thierry
Meeùs, director of the popular Brussels
tourist attraction.
"The Brexit negotiations will take at least
two years. In the meantime, it remains a
member of the EU, and therefore so do
our monuments.”
Apart from nostalgic reasons there are
good economic grounds for keeping
Big Ben, the Houses of Parliament and
assorted other UK landmarks.

Of course, 52 per cent of Brits did just
that in the 23 June EU Referendum.

"It would be a shame to remove the
monuments, as the park just last year
renewed them at a cost of €50,000,”
Meeus said while pointing out that the
British landmarks are "forever part of
EU history”.

But there is good news for those who
feared a British exit at the park where
landmark European buildings are created
in miniature.

He added: “For the time being we are
going to keep all the models – along with
the Brexit demonstration which we
created during the referendum.”
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If, and when, the UK finally exits the EU,
one possibility is to put up a sort of fence,
Meeus explains.
"And then we’d have to explain this was
once a member but not any longer.
“Maybe we could organise an exhibition
that would explain why the British voted
the way they did.
"And pose the question was that really a
good idea or not?”
As well as the Houses of Parliament,
which was recently renovated, there’s also
Stratford-upon-Avon with Shakespeare’s
houses, Dover Castle and a miniature
British intercity train plus the latest
attraction – a miniature Brexit
demonstration in front of the House
of Commons.
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Thanet offers more than 'staycations'
Martin Banks vists Thanet and beyond
for Brussels in View
The falling pound has seen a surge in
cross-channel trade as people from
mainland Europe flock to the UK on
shopping sprees.
But, of course, there’s rather more to
Britain than shops. And Thanet, a
relatively undiscovered part of England,
is a good example.
The assertion is qualified because
Britons themselves are now actually
flocking back to places like Thanet as part
of the continuing boom in “staycations”
(short break holidays at home).
The challenge now is to sell the merits
of Thanet to overseas visitors who may
remain unaware of the area’s charms.
For people travelling from Belgium, this
small part of Kent, known as “the garden
of England”, is easily the most accessible
part of the UK and makes for a terrific
short break destination.
This was Charles Dickens’ favourite
holiday home and it’s easy to see why.
A great base to explore the area is
Ramsgate, a very short drive from the
port of Dover and the world’s busiest
shipping lane.
Ramsgate, a favourite seaside
destination of Princess Victoria, is an
architectural jewel in the coastal crown
of the Isle of Thanet.
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If you’re looking for a stopover, the Royal
Harbour, a delightfully quirky Georgian
hotel, is ideal and, from its wonderful
position perched on a hill above this
vibrant town, directly overlooks the small
marina/port, Britain’s only Royal Harbour.
When James Thomas, formerly of
Claridge’s, the famous London hotel,
took it over in 1999, it had just six rooms
and two bathrooms. It now has 27 guest
rooms and a lovely restaurant, called
Empire (next page), serving excellent
British food, much of it sourced locally.
James and his enthusiastic team,
including the very welcoming David
Dray - who recently won a local
“Accommodation Employee of the Year”
award - have also introduced some nice,
personal touches.
These include an honesty bar and even
a great collection vinyl LPs that guests can
play on a record deck in the lounge. A free
cheese board is even served each evening
for supper. There’s also a disabled-access
guest room on the ground floor.
Taken together, it all makes for a very
satisfying and relaxing stay. Try not to
leave without sampling the undoubted
culinary delights of its restaurant, whose
walls are adorned with front covers of
Empire, the old BBC magazine which
James, being passionate about British
history, used to collect.
With a large portrait of the Queen in the
hotel lounge, it all fits in neatly with the
patriotic feel of the surroundings.

The food served at Empire is also very
good, all expertly overseen by its talented
head chef, Chris Mather, a contender in
the 2017 Kent Food and Drink Awards.
It now opens on Sundays, so if you’re in
the area at the weekend don’t miss the
delicious, traditional Sunday roast.
From the hotel you can marvel at
the beautiful panorama of Ramsgate,
which has very much reinvented itself in
recent years. The vista (it’s said you can
see the French coast on a clear
day) includes, of course, the Royal
Harbour, which is also home to the
Royal Harbour Brasserie.
This seafood restaurant sits right at the
end of the stone pier with great views
(particularly in the evening) back to
Ramsgate. It’s run by Adrian Mowl, who’s
lived in the town for 12 years, previously
commuting to London for work.
Having decided he’d had enough of the
daily commute, he took the plunge and,
in 2013, opened this eatery which serves
very tasty seafood.
Ably assisted by his Russian-born wife,
Adrian has, at no little effort, time and
expense, transformed what used to be a
sundeck for sunbathers into an
atmospheric brasserie.
“The cuisine is flavoursome and full of
good, seasonal ingredients, just like I like
to eat myself,” he declares.
One of the many appealing attractions
of any visit to Thanet is that towns such

as Ramsgate, Margate and Broadstairs
hug a wonderful coastline.

occupying a perfect position on
Ramsgate’s bustling seafront.

volumes on the Dover-Calais and
Dover-Dunkirk routes.

One great way of discovering this is by
hiring a bike and meandering at your own
pace along the Viking Coastal Trail.
Cycles can be hired from VCT Bikes at
Birchington. This is Route 15 of the UK’s
National Cycle Network and is 32 miles
in total. But it can be broken down
into smaller chunks, for example, a ride
from Ramsgate to Broadstairs.

Named after the ancient Greek city,
its affable owner George Fellas is a
property developer by trade and
(having had no previous experience of
running a restaurant) is now building the
foundations for another successful career
with this pleasant place.

It recently welcomed its second
new ferry, Côte des Flandres, on its
Dover-Calais service which increased its
daily schedule of sailings between Dover
and Calais to up to 30.

There are loads more things to do,
including visiting the splendid Spitfire
and Hurricane Museum (free entry, with
an onsite café) and Ramsgate Tunnels,
a must-see for anyone visiting this
pleasant resort.
With expertly guided 90-minute tours,
take the chance to discover the deep
shelter tunnels built to protect civilians
during WWII.
Venturing deep under the
Ramsgate cliffs, the volunteer guides
vividly bring to life the human stories
behind the evacuation of thousands of
men, women and children.
There are pictorial displays of
youngsters who were caught up in this
nightmarish world, including one child
being put to bed by his mother. It turns
out that the child now lives in Australia
and will himself be visiting the tunnels
this summer.
After expending all that energy below
ground, you’ll have worked up an
appetite and another good spot to sate
any hunger is Delphi, a Greek restaurant

He first arrived in the UK from his native
Cyprus back in 1974 and loved the area so
much that he has stayed ever since.
This is great, traditional Greek (and
Cypriot) food, served in a delightful
setting by very friendly staff. Best sellers
include the fish and meat meze and, of
course, moussaka (the Greek wine is
also excellent).
Thanet is easily accessible by car, coach
and train. The country’s only high speed
train service, HS1, brings travellers from
St Pancras, London, to Ramsgate in just
75 minutes and there are regular train and
bus services to the neighbouring resorts
of Broadstairs and Margate. Canterbury is
also close by.
Getting to Thanet from Belgium couldn’t
be easier, with the leading ferry operator
DFDS a popular choice for most mainland
Continental travellers.
Northern Europe's largest shipping
and logistics company, DFDS is an award
winner (the world’s leading ferry
operator in the 2015 World Travel Awards.

When combined with DFDS’ three
ferries on the Dover-Dunkirk route, it now
operates six ships in total on the Dover
Strait, with up to 54 daily sailings to the
two French ports. For a small extra charge
you can upgrade to enjoy the delightful
and peaceful on-board lounge and the
very useful priority boarding.
The importance of Ramgate’s long
maritime history as a port and its fine
hospitality were recognised by King
George IV when he awarded the harbour
Royal status – a unique accolade in
mainland Britain.
The king was particularly impressed by
the harbour, the warm welcome and the
hospitality he received when he set off
from Ramsgate with the Royal Squadron
for Hanover in 1820. Today, visitors are
assured a similarly friendly welcome.
With golden sands, family-friendly
beaches and bays, boat trips and clifftop
walks, if you’re looking for inspiration for
the upcoming summer holidays, don’t
forget to think about Thanet.

It's seen a 63%t rise in freight
traffic and 24% increase in passenger
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