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Welcome to the March  
edition of Brussels in View.

This month is something  
of a mixed bag here in the 
Belgian capital - plenty of 
good stuff going on, of 
course, but it will mark the 
anniversary of the terrorist 
attacks at Zaventem airport 
and Maelbeek metro station, 
during which more than 30 
people lost their lives and 
dozens more were injured. 
That was on 22 March last 
year. Inside this issue you’ll 
find an article on just how 
much Brussels’ main airport 
has recovered over these 
past 12 months.

Meanwhile, March is 
the month during which 

many of us pretend to be 
Irish for one day (although 
post-Brexit Brits may  
well wish they were Irish 
every day) as Friday 17 is, 
of course, St Patrick’s Day.
Green is the colour and 
much revellery will ensue, as 
it always does, in the city’s 
many Irish bars.

That very same weekend 
will see the climax of the Six 
Nations Rugby Tournament, 
with Ireland hosting, of all 
teams, England. Regardless 
of how many English were 
drinking Guinness the night 
before, there’ll be no love 
lost for 80 minutes. Enjoy!

Going green for Saint Patrick’s Day

Issue #7, March 2017
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Need to keep up with local news and 
events on Facebook? Founder of a local 
event page, Mike Chambers, explains 
What’s Happening Belgium?

“It’s an open group on Facebook -  
multilingual - and now has more than 
8,000 members and reflects not only  
Belgians but those who come to the 
country as expats from all over the world. 

“It’s become successful because it listens 
to what members want.” 

You can ask to join the group here

Neo-canteens and trendy eating houses
Central Brussels
(all year)

As the warm spring weather has not  
arrived yet, it’s time to discover some 
of the best and trendiest eating houses 
around Brussels. The city has always been 
a place of togetherness and many of the 
new restaurants reflect this. 

The idea behind these neo-canteens  
is to provide good food using the best 
indgredients together with providing a 
warm and welcoming atmosphere.  
Organic ingredients and locally grown 
produce are often a feature of this  
growing trend in new restaurants around 
the city. 

So, while the weather continues to 
plague us, perhaps it is time to discover 
some of the best food with friends and 
family in a warm and cosy restaurant. 

The visit.brussels site has provided  
a useful guide to some of the best  
restaurants around so that you can make 
a choice for yourself.

www.visitbrussels.be 

All you need is lurve...

Although St. Valentine’s Day may be  
behind us, around Belgium love is still 
in the air. Many of the historical towns 
provide a guide for lovers of all ages, so 
perhaps it’s time to take that special  
person by the hand and discover some of 
the most romantic places in the country:

9 x Romance in Leuven
Central Leuven
(all year)

This university town north of Brussels is 
often overlooked in many of the tourist 
guides but provides a variety of different 
romantic locations to wander around and 
enjoy the sights that many of the students 
have taken for granted over the years. 

It ‘s also the home of the Belgian  
brewing industry so, if you find yourself 
thirsty during your visit, you can sample 
many of the famous Belgian beers in the 
town where they were born.

www.visitleuven.be

Romantic hotspots in Bruges
Central Bruges
(all year)

Bruges is known as one of the most  
historic and beautiful towns in Europe 
and, as such, is an ideal place to spend 
some special time with your loved one. 
Medieval winding streets, swans on the 
canal and cobbled squares provide an 
ideal background to any romantic  
encounter. You can visit Queen Astrid 
Park, Huidenvettersplein or Boniface 
Bridge  then enjoy a meal in many of  
the cafés and restaurants around the  
city centre.

www.visitbruges.be

5 tips for a romantic outing in Antwerp
Central Antwerp
(all year)

This simple guide will provde you with a 
few ideas about where to go and what to 
do for a romantic trip around the city. It 
gives you ideas for unique spots to visit 
together with romantic walks and cosy 
sqaures. Romance it is not for one day a 
year but can be enjoyed all year round. 

www.visitantwerpen.be 

Love is in the air...Discover Brussels’ 
romantic side
Central Brussels
(all year)

The city of Brussels also has its romantic 
side and has often been thought of as 
a city for lovers. There are many parks 
around the city as well as horse-drawn 
carriage rides through the city streets. 
Have a drink or a meal in the Sablon and 
wander around the many art galleries 
either on the square or in the side streets. 
There are also many small squares and 
narrow streets to be found when you 
discover the true Brussels away from the 
tourist centres around Grand’Place.

www.visitbrussels.be 

The Tram Museum
Woluwe-Saint-Pierre, Brussels
(from 11th March 2017)

You may not think of trams as being 
romantic as you travel to work, but at 
the Tram Museum they have a variety of 
trams from a past age. Throughout the 
year they run a number of special trips 
using many of these older trams and 
making special trips to places such as 
Tervuren, Cinquantenaire and Stockel. 

www.trammuseum.brussels
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DISCOVER  
EUROPE’S NICEST  

PLACES ...

A fascinating 
presentation for 

everyone, not to be 
missed during your  
stay in the Capital  

of Europe !

MINI-EUROPE   Bruparck, B-1020 Brussels 
Tel.: +32 (0)2/474.13.13. - Fax : +32 (0)2/478.26.75
http://www.minieurope.eu - Email : info@minieurope.eu

Open every day from mid March till begin of January from 9:30 am till 05:00 pm. Open By Night with musical firework the 3 first Saturdays in August. 
Catalogue available in 11 languages (D, E, F, EN, I, NL, HB, RU, PL, PT, CN). Restaurant - cafetaria.

Mini-Europe is above all an “invitation to travel”. The chimes of Big Ben, the gondolas in front of the Doge’s Palace, the Grand-Place in Brussels, 
the Acropolis ... an animated tour with visual and sound effects of 350 miniatures and attractions that you won’t find anywhere else.

The best miniature park in Europe. All the monuments have been recreated down to the smallest detail. Big Ben is 4 m high. With its height 
of 13 m, the Eiffel tower projects above a 3-storey building ! And yet all the buildings are on a scale 1 to 25. 

All kinds of working models. Be surprised by the eruption of Vesuvius or the fall of the Berlin wall, watch the launch of Ariane V and marvel 
at many other working models, for both young and old.

Europe in a few hours …

TheBest     of theBest

7209-MNE-Annonce-India-A4-V.indd   1 14/10/15   11:03

http://www.minieurope.eu
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Even Donald Trump knows it’s St Patrick’s 
Day this month - even if his team did  
cock-up a special green ‘Make America 
Great Again’ cap to celebrate it, by putting 
a four-leaf clover on the back rather than 
a shamrock. Whoops!

Most readers will recognise what a 
shamrock looks like (usually three leaves) 
but, if not, you’ll have plenty of chance 
to spot one this month - alongside, no 
doubt, the ubiquitous bunting for a cer-
tain brand of Irish stout.

So, what’s it all about? 

St Patrick’s death is commemorated on 
17 March and he is the patron saint of 
the Emerald Isle. He lived, approximately, 
between the years AD385-461 and was a 
Romano-British Christian missionary and 
one-time bishop in Ireland.

As far as we know, he was born in  
Roman Britain in the fourth century, into a 
wealthy Romano-British family. 

According to the Declaration, said to 
have been written by Patrick himself, at 16 
he was kidnapped by Irish raiders and  
taken as a slave to Ireland, where he spent 
six years working as a shepherd. It is 
during this time that he “found God”. 

The Declaration states that God told 
Patrick to run to the coast, where a ship 
would be waiting. On returning to his 
homeland, Patrick became a priest.

Tradition then states that Patrick later 
returned to Ireland to convert the pagans 
to Christianity. The Declaration says that 
he eventually converted “thousands”. 

The truth behind the story of Patrick 

driving the snakes from Ireland is pure 
allegory - it refers to his efforts against the 
pagan druids. There were never any real 
snakes in Ireland!

It is thought that he died on 17 March. 
Since his death, more legends grew up 
around him and he is now the country’s 
foremost saint. So be sure to raise a glass 
in his honour!

St Patrick’s Day Parade

To help you celebrate St Patrick’s Day, the 
very busy Brussels-based Irish in Europe 
organisation has set up a series of events, 
including it’s annual (since 2009) Saint 
Patrick’s Day Parade of the Nations & 
Regions, which takes place in and around 
Parc Cinquantenaire.

This year’s event takes place on  

Some St Patrick’s events in Brussels
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Sunday 19 March, at 13.00, participation 
is free, and it starts as people gather at 
the statue of “Le Chien Vert” in the corner 
of the park.

Claddagh Toastmasters Leadership  
and Communication Club

A few days before the parade, on  
Saint Patrick´s Eve, 16 March, the  
Claddagh Toastmasters Leadership and 
Communication Club will be holding a bit 
of a party.

Claddagh Toastmasters meet at the 
Mug-Co-working & Meeting Rooms  
Centre, 8 Rue Charles Martel, on the first 
and third Thursday of the month. 

This is a club with an Irish flair and 
members from around ten different 
countries. English is mainly spoken at 
the meeting, but there is an opportunity 
for Irish speakers to speak in their native 
language.

Saint Patrick’s Day Lunch-Time Concert 

Featuring ‘Irish Music and Song without 

Borders’, this event, on St Patrick’s Day 
itself, will run from 12.30-14.00 at  
Gourmand, 4 Rue de Trèves, very close to 
Place du Luxembourg and the European 
Parliament.

This will feature a piano recital on a 
baby grand piano by Dénes Dosztán 
(violinist, pianist and teacher) who will be 
accompanied by Keith Paton with songs 
from Scotland, but you can also hear old 
Irish melodies and ballads.

Saint Patrick’s Day Breakfast

This takes place prior to the parade on 
Sunday, 19 March, from 09.30-12.15 at 
The Old Oak pub on Rue Franklin. The 
guest of honour will be the Parade Grand 
Marshal, while Formiga & Cigale will offer 
up an Irish harp and violin concert with 
lots of craic thrown in. Expect a wide 
range of European traditional songs -  
not only Irish, but also Catalan, French, 
Scottish and more.

  
The traditional Irish breakfast costs 

€14.00, while a child’s version is €7.00.

Saint Patrick’s Post Parade Event
 
The final event of the celebrations will 
see a Trad Irish evening with dance on 
Sunday, 19 March at The Wild Geese on 
the corner of Avenue Livingstone.

Running from 17.00-22.00, the evening 
will feature The Rainy Four seasons, a folk 
and Celtic group, which brings  
together four students of the Brussels 
Jazz Conservatory. Expect jigs, reels and 
other traditional rhythms, played on  
percussion, flutes, fiddle and guitar.  
Admission is free for this family evening.

There will also be an exposition of Irish 
dancing from the Newe Academy of Irish 
Dance(from around 17.00-19.30). This is 
the perfect opportunity for anyone who 
wants to find out more about this style of 
dancing and, of course, enjoy the craic. 

Whichever event you attend, or if you 
just go down to your nearest Irish pub 
for a drink (or three), be sure to ‘wear the 
green’! More information on all events, 
here

https://www.meetup.com/Irish-in-Europe/
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Brussels local and Belgian beer fan 
James Wilson gets a little fruity with  
the turning of the season

With the arrival of spring, why not  
refresh your dinner parties with the stylish 
inclusion of some of Belgium’s famous 
fruit beers? The flavours of this genre of 
beer are ideal for spring and for summer.

A well chilled Framboise in a fluted glass 
is a delicious and stylish apéritif with a 
difference; a Kriek served with cheesecake 
for dessert is a special pairing of flavours 
that works wonderfully well to round off 
the meal. 

The raspberry (framboise) and cherry 
(kriek) flavours are the two best known of 
Belgium’s fruit beers; but there are many 
other flavours to sample including apple, 
peach and blackcurrant. All of these fruit 
beers are light in alcohol, and typically 
have a slightly dry and tangy taste.

We can thank Belgium for the  
originality and creativeness to break the 

mould of the German Rheinheitsgebot, 
and experiment with different ingredients 
to produce the outstanding world quality 
beers of this fruit flavoured genre. 

Traditionally, Kriek is made in Belgium 
by breweries using Lambic beer to which 
dark red Morello cherries are added. The 
best known cherries for this variety were 
originally from wild trees in Schaerbeek, 
but urban development and high  
demand for the product has forced  
brewers to extend sources for the fruit  
to other production areas; some now  
also use fruit concentrate rather than 
whole fruit.

Lambic beers are fermented  
spontaneously with open-air exposure  
of the malted barley and brewing wort  
to airborne wild yeasts and micro- 
bacteria native both to the valley of the 
River Senne to the south west of Brussels, 
and found in the city itself. 

This process is carried out between 
October and May. The Lambic beer is then 

aged in oak barrels to give it a tart flavour; 
the cherries with their pips, (or other fruit, 
such as raspberries) are added for a  
further fermentation giving the final 
product a distinctive fruit flavour but one 
that is not without sweetness.  

One of the more famous breweries 
specialising in this genre of brewing is the 
Cantillon Brewery in Anderlecht. They  
offer regular guided visits and, this 
month, they have a special public 
brewing day on Saturday 18 March for 
those interested to learn more about this 
unique style of brewing.

Two larger breweries in Belgium  
that produce Lambic style Kriek and 
Framboise beers are Lindemans and Mort 
Subite; their bottled products are readily 
available in the main supermarket chains. 
Kriek on draught is very popular in  
Belgium and is available in the better  
specialist bars in Brussels serving  
traditional beers. Kriek is also widely used 
in Belgian cuisine for recipes such as  
Lapin a la Kriek. Enjoy!

Sampling Belgium’s famous fruit beers
Photo: thewinegetter
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Zaventem in fine shape after last year’s 
terror attacks

A year ago this month it was the scene of 
a deadly suicide attack, but now Brussels 
Airport has bounced back.

The airport was hit by Islamic State 
terrorists on 22 March 2016, along with 
the city’s Maelbeek metro station, a twin 
attack that killed 33 people and injured 
dozens more.

The attacks on Brussels hit the airport 
particularly badly. It handled 21.8 million 
passengers in 2016, down 7 % on record 
year 2015. The decrease was completely 
due to the attacks which meant the  
airport was closed for 12 days before only 
gradually resuming its operations.

Prior to the attacks the country’s  
national airport, was recording growth 
figures in passenger transport. After 
the attacks, no passenger flights were 
possible for nearly two weeks and flights 
only gradually resumed from early April to 
reach 100% capacity again in June. 

But the recovery has been impressive, 
with record passenger traffic and new 
initiatives launched, partly to help give 
Brussels - and its airport - a ‘new’ image.

The airport, for example, recorded  
1.5 million passengers for the first month 
of 2017, breaking past January records, 
and witnessed an exceptional 21% 
increase in cargo volume compared to 
January 2016.

Airport bosses have now launched the 
‘Join the BRU Crew’ project, aimed at  
collecting feedback from travellers on 
what they feel is going well - and what 
could be improved upon - at the airport.

An airport spokesman said: ”We are  
taking these findings to heart and have  
already implemented a number of 
changes, including the new free drop-off 
location, new parking concepts, more 
extensive signage and new locations for 
passengers to check in.” 

Another innovative initiative is ‘Forum 
2040’, a dialogue platform where a variety 
of stakeholders involved in the airport’s 
‘Strategic Vision 2040’ will discuss its 
future. This will start in the second quarter 
of this year.

The airport has also introduced a new 
concept which allows people to park 
free of charge for 30 minutes using the 
Pcard+, enabling them to pick up and 
drop off passengers at a leisurely pace. 

General signage in and around the car 
parks has also been improved while  
additional self-service check-in machines 
on the rail and bus station levels have 
been installed.

Not all is entirely rosy, however.

Ryanair, for instance, has said it will not 
launch any new routes from Zaventem 
until a solution can be found to what it 
calls “ridiculous fines” for aircraft noise.

The Irish budget airline - Belgium’s  
biggest carrier with a 28% market  
share - says several of its new summer 
destinations which were intended for 
Zaventem will fly from Charleroi instead.

Chief executive Michael O’Leary  
said: “We can’t take any risk until a  
solution is found. We chose not to go 
ahead because of these ridiculous fines 
and this stupid law.”

According to the airline, take-offs 
between 06.00 and 07.00 have attracted 
noise fines of €6,000 per flight.

However, despite such set backs, the 
airport is generally back on track and 
evidence of renewed confidence in its 
international standing came when it was 
chosen to host the annual Congress and 
General Meeting of ACI World and ACI 
Europe, the professional associations of 
airports worldwide, next year.

The airport will, in 2018, welcome the 
international airport community for a 
three-day congress.

The airport spokesman said: “This is a 
great honour and it is the first time our 
country has been awarded it. It will give  
a boost to both tourism and congress life 
in Brussels.”

One year on: Brussels airport 
on the ‘runway’ to recovery

Photo: flowerweb.com
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Martin Banks never seems to lose his 
appetite. And here’s why...

Los Argentinos
75 Staatsbaan 
Lanaken

The Argentine Pampas comes to Belgium!
If you appreciate great steak then you’ll 
love it here, all the more so as much of the 
meat comes directly from Argentina, the 
home of beef, whose quality is derived 
from the grass the cattle feed on.

Its Egyptian-born owner, Safa Faltas has 
been serving up delicious meat dishes 
here for nearly two decades and some  
of his meat also comes from Brazil and 
Uruguay. Regardless of its country of 
origin, it’s all fantastic.

Favourites include the ‘Carne Parillade 
Mixta’, a meat assortment served on a 
grill, and ‘Beef Ancho’. It’s not easy to 
choose and, if you can’t decide, try the 
very tasty ‘Combinado De Pollo’ consisting 
of spare ribs, rump steak and rib eye.

All the meats come with a great  
selection of yummy accompanying 
sauces but, if meat isn’t your thing, there’s 
a 3-course ‘Menu of the Sea’ featuring a 
selection of seafood. Veggies are also ca-
tered for with a nice choice of salads while 
there’s a very pleasant house wine.

Don’t be fooled by the restaurant’s 
slightly under-stated outside appearance: 
you’re guaranteed a very warm reception 
and the décor, resembling something you 
might find on an Argentina Pampas, is a 
sheer delight. Nothing is left to chance – 
even the seat back rests are made from 
genuine cowhide.

As well as the food, service and  
décor Los Argentinos is notable for the 
prestigious quality label it was awarded 
a few years back. It has also been highly 
commended in a ‘blind meat comparison’ 
test (like wine tasting but for meat).

Situated on the Belgian-Dutch border, 
this lovely, welcoming steak house is well 
a trip. As the Flemish say: “Smakelijk Eten!”

Le Relais St-Job
1 Place Saint-Job
Brussels

There’s something to satisfy all  
tastes here. For the traditionalists, 
mouth-watering old favourites such as 
rognon de veau (a house speciality), 
solettes, jambonneau braise and ris de 
veau grille.

Look out also for the shrimp croquettes, 
known as the best in Brussels (if not the 
country!)

But the terrific a la carte is also packed 
with lots of other equally fine offerings, 
including seafood products such as  
oysters and lobster, plucked from the tank 
in the centre of the restaurant.

A great choice of starters include  
St Jacques (shelled on site to ensure  
freshness), tartine de thon and poached 
egg with smoked salmon.

Some of these, and other items such as 
pate and soups are also available from the 
well-stocked traiteur (takeaway) service 
(open 10am-9pm) which adjoins the 
restaurant and also sells a fine range  
of wines.

You can avail yourself of this very fine 
food (with friendly service to match) just 
about any time of the year because the 
restaurant is open non-stop from noon to 
midnight, 7/7. 

There’s also a suggestions card  
(lunchtime) plus a good value, two-course 
€15.90 lunch menu.

Ideally located on a popular, and 
attractive, main square, Le Relais attracts 
customers from all over Brussels who 
keep returning for the consistently  
excellent value-for-money dishes, many 
which draw on the best of Belgian cuisine.

Banksy’s Bites in Bxl and beyond

http://www.losargentinos.be
http://www.relaisstjob.be
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This month marks a special anniversary: 
25 years since Disneyland Paris opened.

To mark the landmark on 26 March, a 
whole range of new shows have been 
lined up to delight another generation of 
star-struck youngsters.

These include two new special Star 
Wars rides. Launched at the opening of 
Disneyland Park in 1992, Star Tours soon 
established itself as a cult ride. 

Almost 25 years later, it’s back with a 
new experience, new destinations, a  
new pilot, new characters and new  
3D technology.

The quarter century celebrations  

continue with two new daytime  
shows near the park’s iconic Sleeping 
Beauty Castle.

As a stunning night-time finale,  
Disneyland Paris also introduces the 
all-new Disney Illuminations, featuring 
state-of-the-art technology, incorporating 
sound, lights, projections, fountains and 
impressive pyrotechnic effects.

Katy Harris, the show director, says, 
“The new features will delight audiences, 
young and old.”

Disneyland Paris has established itself as 
Europe’s number-one tourist destination 
with two spectacular theme parks, seven 
themed Disney hotels totalling some 

5,800 rooms, several event venues and 
the Sleeping Beauty Castle – all only a 
couple of hours or so drive from Brussels.

It has welcomed an astonishing  
300 million visits since opening in 1992 
(14.8 million visits in 2015 alone) and 
also boasts two full-service convention 
centres and a 27-hole golf course. 

In addition, it is home to Disney Village, 
one of the largest entertainment centres 
in the Ile-de-France region. Covering 
more than 30,000 square metres, the  
village features themed restaurants, 
shops and a multiplex cinema. In all, the 
site has some 59 attractions, 63 shops and 
no less than 55 restaurants.

Disneyland Paris marks 25 years
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Martin Banks visits a superb ski  
centre for Brussels in View

Fancy scaling the heights in the Low 
Countries? You can do just that with a 
visit to Snowworld, just over the Belgian/
Dutch border.

This terrific indoor attraction offers 
something that simply cannot be found 
in Belgium – wide ski slopes, ski lifts and 
crisp, fresh snow.

It also has another unique appeal – the 
world’s largest covered ski slope.

If you’re looking for a short Spring 
break, you could combine it with a visit 
to TEFAF in Maastricht, widely regarded 
as the world’s pre-eminent fair of art and 
antiques. The 30th edition runs up until 
19 March.

For anyone looking to brush up on 
their ski-ing (and snowboarding) skills, 
Snowworld is ideal, but also for families 
and complete novices looking for a gentle 
introduction to the sport.

Ski slopes are thin on the ground when 
it comes to Belgium, so ski enthusiasts 
here will no-doubt be delighted to  
discover this place.

It’s actually more than just a ski centre 

as the site also comprises a 4-star, 100-
room hotel, meeting rooms, plus fitness 
and wellness facilities and an enormous 
outdoor fun park to keep the kids  
entertained when they are all done on  
the slopes.

It makes for a great day out as it’s  
accessible from Brussels by car in under 
two hours.

Situated at Landgraaf, near Maastricht, 
the centre was the brainchild of Koos 
Hendriks who admits that when he first 
came up with the idea, “many people did 
not think it would work”.

How wrong they were.

Since it opened 20 years ago, it’s proved 
to be a big hit, not least with the many 
Belgians who have become regular  
visitors. Those who know Hendriks will 
not be too surprised by its enduring  
popularity for, as he says: “If I believe in 
something, no one can stop me.”

The slopes are great for real ski training 
or, alternatively, people who have not 
been near a ski suit for years.

To keep the snow in perfect condition, 
the temperature is maintained at a  
constant -5 degrees Celsius (don’t forget 
to take warm clothes!).

Ski passes for up to eight hours are 
available and all equipment – even gloves 
(compulsory) – can be hired, although 
you can take you own.

There are actually two centres, one 
at Zoetermeer (with Europe’s steepest 
indoor slope) and another at nearby 
Landgraaf, both open all-year-round.

Landgraaf has five slopes with eight lifts, 
including a six-person chair lift. On the 
longest slope in the Netherlands, you can 
ski down a distance of some 400 metres.

For children and beginners, there are 
two manageable slopes, 60m and 50m 
long and both with a gentle gradient.

Prices are quite reasonable (slightly 
cheaper if you go after 6pm) and private 
lessons, for people of all ages, are  
available costing €49.50 per hour.

Snowworld is also environmentally 
aware: it has a cooling unit which uses 30 
per cent less electricity and 50 per cent 
less gas, LED lighting, and will soon have 
the largest solar roof in the Netherlands, 
with 5,000 solar panels. On sunny days it 
will be completely self-sufficient.

Having conquered the Low Countries, 
the innovative Hendriks wants to set up 
similar centres in Paris and Barcelona with 

It’s snow wonder they’re having fun  
at Snowworld in the Netherlands
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the aim being the first to operate such a 
business on a European scale.

That’s for the future but, for now, try not 
to leave Landgraaf without experiencing 
the fine outdoor climbing park which, as 
well as being thrilling, also affords some 
great views across a wide area.

If you fancy scaling heights of another 
kind – culinary – while in the Low  
Countries then head for Restaurant 
La Source, a delightful restaurant just 
over the border at Lanaken in Limburg 
province and ideal after working up an 
appetite on those ski slopes.

It really does serve some of the finest 
food you could wish for – with superb 
service to match.

Set amid idyllic grounds, the creations 
are the work of its Dutch-born chef Ralf 
Berendsen and his hard-working team. 

The restaurant is recommended by 
the internationally renowned Ralais & 
Chateux, a byword for quality dining, and 
it’s easy to see why.

There are three set menus: ‘Gourmand’ 
(with seasonal dishes), ‘Signature’ and the 
‘La Source’ lunch option, each coming 
with some quite delicious finger food and 
amuses. As each dish is individually priced 
it’s also possible to go a la carte.

The ‘Signature’ menu features many  
favourites Ralf has produced in the  
years he’s worked here, including  
langoustines, turbot and Gillardeau  
oyster. Other mainstays  of this menu  
include Anjou pigeon, foie gras and  
truffle. Everything is given lovely  
presentation on the plate and introduced 
by the particularly attentive staff.

Wine pairing is available with diners  
given expert advice on which wine to pair 

with each course. Also try the homemade 
cocktails, made from freshly-squeezed 
fruit juice. 

An affordable 3-course lunch is available 
Tuesday-Friday while the restaurant is 
closed on Sunday and Monday. 

It’s classy cuisine but the ambience 
remains relaxed and families are made to 
feel welcome (there’s a reasonably priced 
children’s menu).

It’s a wonderful dining experience,  
overlooking peaceful gardens and  
woodland. Perfect!

www.snowworld.com/en
www.labutteauxbois.be

http://www.snowworld.com/en
http://www.labutteauxbois.be
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Confusion reigns for Brits in Belgium 
after landmark vote

It is still not clear what the consequences 
of the Brexit referendum vote will be for 
the thousands of British expats living 
Brussels and Belgium. Thousands of  
expats who moved here years ago now 
call Belgium their home.

What is clear is that the referendum 
vote creates great uncertainty for Britons 
living in EU member states and Belgium, 
including the 1,535 UK nationals who live 
in Ixelles alone.

Ixelles has long been a favourite place 
for expats to set up home with almost a 
third of the municipality’s 85,000  
residents made up of foreigners from 
other EU countries.

Alderwoman Delphine Bourgeois said 
that: “Brexit is very unfortunate and I, as 
Alderwoman responsible for European 
Affairs, am particularly sensitive to the 
disappointment felt by British residents.”

“For the Britons that have been living 
here for a long time it is unimaginable. 
Some of them feel like they have lost a 
family member,” she added.

When the result was announced last 
June, municipal authorities in Brussels  
received scores of applications from Brits 
wishing to acquire Belgian citizenship.

Now a new internal document drawn  
up by the European Parliament’s legal  
affairs committee warns that British  
nationals living on the continent,  
including Belgium, could expect a  
“backlash” as a consequence of Brexit.

It says the 1.2 million Britons living in 
the EU could “pay a penalty” for UK prime 
minister Theresa May’s failure to offer a 
secure future for EU nationals in the UK.

While it will be down to each member 
state to decide whether British citizens 
are allowed to carry on living within their 
respective borders after 2019, “the  
fact that it appears to be difficult for 
foreign nationals, even if married to UK 
nationals or who are born in the UK, to 
acquire permanent residence status or 
British nationality may colour Member 
States’ approach to this matter.”

It also cautions that while it is hoped 
that the challenges can be overcome, 
there could be an impact on the  
careers of British staff working within 
EU institutions in Brussels, saying: “The 
European Parliament, the Council and the 
Commission alone have more than 1,500 
British staff members. The UK withdraw-
ing from the EU will definitely have an  
impact on their careers for, in principle, 
only nationals of a member state can 
work for the EU institutions.”

It adds that without a negotiated  

solution the current staff “could be  
subject to compulsory resignation”.

Laura Shields, a spokesperson for Brits 
Abroad Yes to Europe, which campaigned 
to get UK citizens living in the EU to vote 
in the referendum, said: “Most Brits  
living on the continent aren’t wealthy 
pensioners who’ve retired to the Riviera 
to live it up in the sun.

“Our recent research shows that Brits in 
the EU worry about the same things as 
the rest of the British population – they 
have jobs, families that need supporting 
and carer responsibilities. But losing  
their EU citizenship will cause practical 
problems which must be addressed fully 
in the negotiations if they are to get a fair 
deal and to be able to stay in the country 
they call home.”

A cross-party group of the European 
Parliament has established a task force to 
investigate complaints about the current 
situation where expats find themselves 
in “limbo”, and a parliamentary hearing is 
expected to be announced to which a UK 
minister will be asked to give evidence.

But, for now at least, the outlook is very 
uncertain with millions of people on both 
sides of the Channel faced with agonising 
uncertainty over their futures.

Brexit move leaves expats in ‘limbo’
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http://www.churchills.be
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SIX NATIONS
The Rugby Pub & Restaurant
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http://www.sixnations.be


We are a fully mobile abrasive blasting business specialising in the safe removal of rust, paint,  
varnish and other surface contaminants without damaging the surface of the object itself

Using environmentally responsible products and extremely  
low blasting pressure, cleaning or stripping is achieved in a soft and efficient manner  

with absolute respect for the surface 

Automotive
Safe abrasive blasting of your classic car ensures a perfect removal of paint, rust and filler

 Furniture
Treasured furniture or lucky finds at a flea market can be brought up-to-date, gone with dark varnish or 

paint, ready to be part of your hip-and-modern interior. The perfect start to a full restoration!

Various
All manner of objects can be safely stripped of paint, rust, smoke damage and varnish.  

For blasting work, such as stairs, just leave everything to us!

Phone: 0498.18.99.33  
Email: info@blastsolutions.be 

www.blastsolutions.be

We treat your  
surface as if it’s  

our own!

Before After

http://www.blastsolutions.be

