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January is already behind 
us and St Valentine’s Day is  
approaching faster than, 
well, perhaps a speeding 
bullet or two.

Scotland’s top poet, Robert 
Burns, once wrote ‘My love 
is like a red, red rose’ and, 
whatever he was actually 
on about, we’re sure it was 
something romantic.

Many of us complain that 
the commercialisation of 
a long-dead, condemned 
Christian’s healing of his  
jailer’s daughter has gone 
too far, although many  
others will argue that an 
annual treat to celebrate  
romance can’t be such a  
bad thing.

Either way, given another 
famous event that once  
happened on 14 February, 
try not to let the day, ahem, 
massacre your budget.

Meanwhile, there’s not 
much love being lost this 
month in Europe’s greatest 
rugby stadiums with, of 
course, the annual Six  
Nations tournament already 
up and running. Given that 
Belgium’s capital is such 
a multinational city, the 
competition should provide 
enough flag waving to keep 
most people happy.

Whatever your preference, 
enjoy the issue!

Guns ‘n’ roses mark Valentine’s Day
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Need to keep up with local news and 
events on Facebook? Founder of a local 
event page, Mike Chambers, explains 
What’s Happening Belgium?

“It’s an open group on Facebook -  
multilingual - and now has more than 
8,000 members and reflects not only  
Belgians but those who come to the 
country as expats from all over the world. 

“It’s become successful because it listens 
to what members want.” 

You can ask to join the group here

Brussels Dance!
Central Brussels
(now until 31 March 2017)

If the cold winter weather is getting  
you down, then it’s time to put on  
your dancing shoes because Brussels  
is hosting the second season of this  
dance festival. 

Feburary and March sees a variety of 
events around the city encouraging 
eveyone to get involved. Dancers and 
choreographers will be turning Brussels 
into the capital city of dance. There will 
be a variety of performances and events 
throughout the two months allowing you 
to discover contemporary dance in all of 
its different forms.

www.visitbrussels.be 

Anima Festival
Flagey
Place Sainte-Croix 1, Ixelles
(24 February until 5 March)

Are you a lover of animated films? If so, 
Flagey is presenting a season of more 
than 100 films in time for the school 
holidays. 

There will be a variety of different  
animated films from different genres 
together with exhibitions and children’s 
events. This is a major happening in the 
centre of Brussels and offers something 
for all the family. If you’re looking  
for a good idea to keep the children  
entertained during the holidays then 
Flagey is the place to be.

www.flagey.be 

Fun tips for a rainy day
Central Antwerp
(all year)

The people of Antwerp are not put off by 
bad weather and have provided a useful 
guide to a variety events around the city. 

Some are sheltered but others give you 
the chance to take your umberella and 
discover this fascinating city. The  
famous Antwerp Zoo is always a favourite 
destination for families, as are the various 
cinemas in the city. If you want to step 
back into history then the Red Star Line 
Museum offers you an insight into the 
lives of passengers between 1873 and 
1935 who emigrated to the USA. 

A visit to the Photo Museum is an  
intereactive experience with one of the 
most significant collections of photos in 
Europe. Visitors can also attend lectures 
and workshops as well see this wide  
collection of photographs.

www.visitantwerpen.be 

Sint-Baafs kathedraal
Ghent
(all year)

A visit to this historic cathedral is a  
must-see for anyone visiting the city of 
Ghent. The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb,   
which has been recently restored, now 

hangs in the church and is one of the 
world’s most coveted masterpieces. 

The Van Eyck brothers painted this 
unique alterpiece in 1432 and it is  
considered to be a prime example of the 
Flemish Primatives. After being taken 
from the church during its history it 
passed from place-to-place around  
Europe before being returned to its  
original place in Ghent some 50 years ago. 

The masterpiece is going through a  
seven-year restoration and visitors can 
learn more about it as well as experience 
the return of this uniqe piece of art.

www.visitgent.be 

Parc du Cinquantenaire
Central Brussels
(all year)

Anyone who lives or works in the centre 
of Brussels will know the park and its  
surrounding buildings, but not all will 
have investigated the buildings that  
surround the area. It’s well worth taking 
the time to find out more. 

The Cinquantenaire Museum (RMAH) is 
the headquarters of the Royal Museums 
of Art and History. Erected in the 19th 
century, it is one of the most extensive 
museums in Belgium. 

Meanwhile, Autoworld Brussels relives 
the history of the car and contains a  
variety of automobiles collected through 
the decades. 

It is considered to be one of the best 
collections of automobiles in Europe 
and is respected around the world. Beep, 
beep, yeah! 

www.mrah.be
www.autoworld.be
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DISCOVER  
EUROPE’S NICEST  

PLACES ...

A fascinating 
presentation for 

everyone, not to be 
missed during your  
stay in the Capital  

of Europe !

MINI-EUROPE   Bruparck, B-1020 Brussels 
Tel.: +32 (0)2/474.13.13. - Fax : +32 (0)2/478.26.75
http://www.minieurope.eu - Email : info@minieurope.eu

Open every day from mid March till begin of January from 9:30 am till 05:00 pm. Open By Night with musical firework the 3 first Saturdays in August. 
Catalogue available in 11 languages (D, E, F, EN, I, NL, HB, RU, PL, PT, CN). Restaurant - cafetaria.

Mini-Europe is above all an “invitation to travel”. The chimes of Big Ben, the gondolas in front of the Doge’s Palace, the Grand-Place in Brussels, 
the Acropolis ... an animated tour with visual and sound effects of 350 miniatures and attractions that you won’t find anywhere else.

The best miniature park in Europe. All the monuments have been recreated down to the smallest detail. Big Ben is 4 m high. With its height 
of 13 m, the Eiffel tower projects above a 3-storey building ! And yet all the buildings are on a scale 1 to 25. 

All kinds of working models. Be surprised by the eruption of Vesuvius or the fall of the Berlin wall, watch the launch of Ariane V and marvel 
at many other working models, for both young and old.

Europe in a few hours …

TheBest     of theBest

7209-MNE-Annonce-India-A4-V.indd   1 14/10/15   11:03

http://www.minieurope.eu
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Pol Bury. Time in Motion
BOZAR Centre for Fine Arts,  
Rue Ravensteinstraat 23, Brussels
(23 February until 4 June)

Pol Bury (La Louvière, 1922-Paris, 2005) 
is best known for the fountains and 
sculptures which he designed for public 
spaces. But he stood for so much more 
than that: he was a prolific painter,  
sculptor, jewellery designer, writer and 
graphic designer. 

Having experimented with painting 
in his early years he turned to moving 
sculpture in the 1950s. In that period he 
began to create motorised objects, which 
were completely innovative and bore no 
relation to known artistic traditions or, for 
that matter, reality. Hence his place in the 
art history books as one of the pioneers of 
kinetic art.

Though Bury was one of the most 
prolific international Belgian artists of his 
generation - his fountains and moving 
sculptures were known from New York 
to Japan - his work has been sidelined in 
recent years. 

His constant drive for innovation, his 
probing analysis of time and motion and 
his use of new materials such as brass, 
stainless steel, motors and magnets have 
made his work surprisingly contemporary 
today. So it’s high time, in other words,  
to revisit the work of one of our most 
significant post-war artists.

This sweeping exhibition features 120 
artworks (65 motorised) and a selection 
of documentation, jewellery and graphic 
pieces. It presents a full overview of his 
rich oeuvre. Highlights include a  
working fountain and 4,087 cylindres 

érectiles, a monumental installation  
seven-metres long.

Tickets are priced at €16 (€14 for BOZAR 
Friends) and it’s open from Tuesday to 
Sunday, 10.00-18.00, but closed Monday.

www.bozar.be

Sabena, travel in style
Square de l’Atomium
(From 24 November)

This exhibition offers visitors a journey 
into the comfortable, elegant world of 
the now-defunct Sabena Belgian airline. 
A new exhibition - ‘Sabena, Travel in Style’, 
can be visited from 24 November and well 
into 2017.

Despite the fact that many Belgians will 
tell you that ‘Sabena’ stands for ‘Such A 

More events for readers to check out

http://www.bozar.be


Page 5

Bad Experience, Never Again’, this expo is 
well worth a look.

There was a time, before the advent of 
low-cost air travel, when flying was seen 
as the epitome of glamour. For several 
decades, Sabena was one of the leading 
airline companies to capture the public 
imagination in this way.

The exhibition presents visitors with  
an unsentimental, unbiased review of 
Sabena’s history, from its beginnings at 
Haren Airport to its abrupt end in 2001, 
exploring its development on the  
international scene over four continents.

The exhibition features original objects, 
such as scale models of aircraft, uniforms, 
posters, photographs and archive videos, 
as well as gadgets and other examples 
of memorabilia, from both private and 
public collections (notably from the Royal 
Museums of Art and History). 

These all illustrate the 78 years during 
which this jewel among commercial 
airlines was in service.  

Created by the Pièce Montée  
firm, the exhibition scenography  
reproduces the experiences of passing 
through check-in, boarding the  
aeroplane and the flight itself. 

There is also a particular focus on those 
men and women who played a leading 
role in Sabena’s remarkable adventure. 

They called themselves the ‘Sabéniens’, 
as an expression of their attachment to 
the company. 

Tintin Gallery
Grand Sablon, Brussels

The Belgian capital has welcomed the 
opening of a new gallery entirely  
dedicated to everyone’s favourite  
reporter, Tintin. 

Located at Grand Sablon, the gallery  
is firstly a tribute to the legacy of  
Hergé, the Belgian creator of the famous 
comic series. 

But the new gallery is also a specialty 
store for collectors and a promotional 
tool for the Hergé Museum in  
Louvain-la-Neuve.

History of Ice Cream
Rue du Moulin à Vent
1140 Evere
(Now until August)

Held at the MBMA (le Musée bruxellois  

du Moulin et de l’Alimentation), this 
exhibition traces the complex history of 
ice cream as well as the modern product,
plus the methods used to make it.

Photo: continentalicecream.com
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Brussels local and Belgian beer fan 
James Wilson is happy to get hoppy

India Pale Ale (IPA) was a highly hopped 
style of beer developed in the 18th 
century in England, when British brewers 
started to export their products to the 
colonies in the East. 

The term ‘Pale’ described the colour of 
the malt traditionally used by the English 
brewers. The hops added a distinctive 
zesty flavour to the beer with traces of 
citrus balancing the sweetness of the 
brewers’ malt with a bitter flare. 

This contributed to a variety of desirable 
flavours and aromas much favoured by 
consumers at the time. This aromatic herb 
also contains a flavonoid compound, 
xanthohumol, which medical research 
suggests may have health benefits.

The highly hopped IPA was noticed to 
be less prone to spoilage, probably due to 
the anti-bacterial properties of the hops 
which helped keep the product in good 
condition during the long sea voyage in 
high temperatures to India. The IPA genre 
is highly favoured by American craft 

brewers and retains popularity today as 
a product which is clear and fresh with a 
thirst-quenching bite on the palate in the 
after-taste. 

For those who like to match their  
beer with cheese, it goes particularly  
well with stilton, roquefort and other 
strong blue cheeses.

Belgian brewers produce several fine 
examples. Houblon Chouffe (9% alcohol by 
volume) from the Brasserie d’Achouffe in 
the Ardennes uses three types of hops in 
its production.

Duvel Triple Hop (9.5% alcohol by  
volume) from the Duvel Brewery 
in Moortgat is another great IPA. This 
Triple Hop, as its name suggests, is  
also brewed with three hop varieties.  
Each year the third hop is changed to 
provide its own unique taste and aroma; 
the brewery is currently using HBC 291 
from the Yakima Valley in the USA which 
provides the dominant hop flavour. The 
taste provides fresh notes of citrus, black 
pepper, lavender and roses. The brewer’s 
choice of hop variety for 2017 has not yet 
been announced.

For consumers favouring a lower  
alcohol content, there is Palm Hop Select 
(6% alcohol by volume) from the Palm 
Brewery at Steenhuffel. 

The specific hop aroma for this beer 
comes from the aromatic Hallertau  
Mittelfrüh hop variety which the brewery 
grows in its own hop field. The yeast used 
gives this beer a banana-like fruitiness, 
and the malt provides a subtle touch  
of caramel.

All of these producers offer brewery 
tours with explanations of their brewing 
techniques, and consumer tastings on 
site; the bottled beers are all readily  
available in most of the better Belgian 
bars and retail outlets. 

The Delta IPA (6.5% alcohol by volume) 
produced since 2013 by the Belgian Beer 
Project is also a very fine example of the 
IPA genre, with notes of tropical fruits in 
its taste; it can be purchased in Delhaize 
supermarkets and can be tasted at the 
Beer Project’s tap room at rue Antoine 
Dansaert, 8 on Thursday through to  
Saturday between 14.00-22.00.

In praise of hops...(they’re the tops!)

http://www.achouffe.be
http://www.duvel.com
http://www.palm.be
http://www.palm.be
http://www.beerproject.be
http://www.beerproject.be
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Which were the best tourist initiatives  
of 2016 in Brussels?

That’s the question being posed to the 
public in the annual Visit Brussels awards 
competition.

Voters have until 27 February to select 
the best three tourist initiatives in Brussels 
in several categories for their work done 
from last year.

 Once the three finalists in each  
category have been announced, a jury 
of professionals from the Brussels tourist 
scene will select the winners of the  
2017 awards.  

To help them make the difficult choice, 
the jury will pay special attention to the 
impact made on tourism in Brussels, 
their international influence, originality, 
sustainability and accessibility for people 
with reduced mobility.

The nine categories are:

New concept
A bold innovation or original project 

burnishing Brussels’ tourist image, all 
industry sectors combined.

Evening experience
Recognises a concept that contributes 

to the richness of Brussels’ parties.

Most noted exhibition
Recognises a major exhibition that has 

contributed to the cultural and tourist 
standing of Brussels.

International event
This award recognises a major event  

or international event aimed towards the 
general public in Brussels.

Best gastronomic concept
Recognises a gourmet activity, event, or 

concept that enhances Brussels’ tourist 
offerings.

New event and tourist location
Recognises the opening or renovation of 

a place vital to the tourist or special-event 
image of Brussels.

Hotel newcomer
This category recognises a new concept, 

innovation, or renovation in the Brussels 
hotel industry.

International congress and fair
Recognises a convention or major 

international event held in Brussels for 
professionals.

Public initiative
Recognises a government agency or 

similar initiative (quasi-governmental 
companies, one of the 19 communes, 
regional agencies) having contributed to 
the capital’s tourist appeal.

More here

The best tourist initiatives in 
Brussels: Your vote counts

https://visit.brussels/en/sites/awards/#
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Martin Banks gets stuck in to yet more 
tasty food, this time in the EU Quarter

Costa d’Amalfi
192 rue Stevin
Brussels

Brussels’ European Quarter is so packed 
with Italian restaurants it’s known as the 
city’s unofficial ‘Little Italy’.

Most, though, serve only relatively basic 
Italian food. Happily, a newcomer to the 
local scene promises to change all that.

This lovely 60-seater Italian, which 
opened only last year, is already fast 
gaining a reputation for offering delicious 
- and authentic - quality dishes.

 It’s owned and run by a hard working 
team of six associates headed by the 

welcoming Alessandro Cuigi who, like 
most of his colleagues, hails from Amalfi, 
a wonderful part of Italy.

His aim is to transfer the delicious food 
his home region is known for to this new 
venture. The good news is that Team Cuigi 
succeeds brilliantly.

One sign of a good restaurant is when 
even the bread, and the olive oil it’s 
served with, is good – and, here, it is.

The a la carte features a lovely range  
of typical Amalfi dishes, with plenty of  
the ingredients used in their creation 
imported directly from the Italian coast.

A nice selection of starters includes 
grilled octopus with chick peas, while 
the signature dish is probably the pasta 
soaked in anchovy juice and tuna tartare. 

There’s also a good choice of fish and 
meat, with one worth special mention  
being the filet of Podolica beef, a rare 
Italian breed, smoked with herbs.

With head chef Giacinto Magliano  
overseeing things, this is fine Italian  
dining the like of which is not easy to find 
in a city packed with pizzerias. 

With its modern yet cosy décor  
spread over two floors, this is a great 
place for a relaxing evening but, if you’re 
looking for a relatively quick lunch this is 
also the place to be with a remarkably  
affordable €16.50 option, comprising 
starter, main and coffee.

Brussels, for certain, lacks Amalfi’s sun 
and sea but this place offers a taste of its 
great cuisine.

Banksy’s Bites in-and-around Bxl

http://www.costadamalfi.be
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The distinctive smell of fries wafting from 
Brussels’ famous outdoor chip stalls has 
delighted folk for years.

They even include German chancellor 
Angela Merkel who, during a recent  
EU summit, took time out to sample  
the fayre at the ever popular stand on 
Place Jourdan.

These places are called ‘fritkot’ in  
Flanders and ‘baraque a frite’ in  
Wallonia, but they look the same  
everywhere: rectangular stalls serving 
large portions of fries stuffed in a tight 
paper cone.

But fewer than 1,500 are scattered 
around the country today, after  
thousands were driven out in the past 
two decades by stringent European 
health rules.

Now the city’s chip stalls face a  
new challenge to their future from  
aesthetics-conscious municipalities which 
see the greasy stalls as eyesores.

These authorities want to replace the  
remaining ten such stalls in central  
Brussels with what they describe as  
‘new models’.

A source at Brussels’ trade ministry  
said several of the frites shacks do not 
conform to the city’s aesthetic demands.

It wants to organise a competition to 
create a new uniform look for  Brussels’ 
chip stands. 

The idea is that all the stalls will look the 
same and act as recognisable landmarks.

“We want an architecture that can be 
recognised, something that lets people 
know they are in Brussels,” said the source.

However, some Belgians have used 
online petitions and pressure on the  
19 municipalities to defend this symbol  
of national identity, what francophones 
call “Belgitude”.

“The chip stall is a mini-Belgium,  
the mirror image of Belgians,” said a 
spokesman for the National Union of 
Chip-makers, which stresses the  
importance to locals and even expats of 
keeping the institution alive.

Paul Henry, a British student who lives 
with his French partner, brought her to 
the famous chip stand on Place Flagey to 
give her an authentic taste of the country. 
“I love it. It’s basically Belgian,” he said.

There is an art to making and serving 
Belgian fries.

An authentic chip stall will cut fresh 
potatoes by hand into precise slices, fry 
them once in beef fat at 140 degrees 

centigrade (284 degrees F), and then a 
second time at 160 degrees, giving them 
a crunchy outerlayer with a soft and moist 
burst of flavour inside.

Like an origami expert, the chip-maker 
then tightly folds several pieces of paper 
into a cone to serve the goods.

Belgian lore has it that fries were  
invented in the 18th century by river 
fishermen who decided to slice potatoes 
and fry them up when they were unable 
to fish in the winter.

It was American, Canadian and British 
soldiers stationed near the Yser river 
during World War I who began to call 
them ‘French fries’ because the people in 
the area spoke French.

The first chip stalls began to appear in 
the mid-19th century which coincided 
with Belgium’s birth as a nation in 1830.

The stalls were originally caravans  
that would move around the country, 
stopping at fairs. Today the wheels are 
gone and they are permanently parked  
in front of churches, on sidewalks or in 
town squares.

They are part of Belgian life and charm, 
a place to mingle and discuss sports and 
politics. But some municipalities see them 
as a blight in historic town squares.

Challenge to Brussels frites stalls

Photo: cdn.theculturetrip.com
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Martin Banks explores ‘Robin Hood 
country’ for Brussels in View

As Brexit looms ever closer there is,  
happily, at least one British region that is 
keen to retain close relations with the EU.

Situated in the heart of England,  
Nottingham is the epitome of a modern 
hub city and the Nottingham Event Team 
helps to promote the area.

The project as well as Experience  
Nottinghamshire has in the past received 
EU funding and, while there’s no new 
money this year, both are still doing 
splendid work promoting the ‘land of 
Robin Hood’.

It’s a region that’s sometimes  
overlooked by overseas visitors, drawn to 
more heavily promoted UK destinations 
such as Oxford and the Cotswolds. But 
that’s a shame because this delightful and 
fascinating part of England is well worth 
a visit.

Nottingham never ceases to surprise.  
It’s a city built on a maze of more than  
450 tunnels and is where British ice 
skating legends Torvill and Dean learned 
their craft. 

Traces of Ice Age man can be found 
nearby and, of course, this is where the 

late, great football manager Brian Clough 
won not one, but two European Cups for 
local team Forest.

Found in a quiet area of the centre  
adjacent to Nottingham Castle, the  
St James Hotel makes the ideal base for 
any leisure or business traveller. 

The hotel has recently completed a full 
refurbishment programme which has 
transformed it into a contemporary  
boutique-feel property. This even  
included moving a baby grand piano up 
six floors (it’s one of only two UK hotels to 
have a piano in a guest room).

One of the  city’s few premier hotels, the 
independently-owned venue supports 
local crafts and trades wherever possible - 
from its sofas to sausages.

The hotel, which boasts a variety of 
rooms ranging from the youth ‘crash pads’ 
(bright and cheerful rooms and perfect 
to crash for the night) to The Penthouse, 
is within walking distance of restaurants, 
bars, shopping and attractions such as the 
Galleries of Justice Museum. This offers 
actor-led guided tours of Nottingham’s 
old courthouse and gaol. 

Performances, audio tours and  
exhibitions spread over five floors bring  
Nottingham’s grisly history to life. You 

can put your family on trial in the  
Victorian law court and venture down 
below street level into the cells and  
dungeons below to hear of the conditions 
in which prisoners suffered.

Nottingham Castle nearby is situated 
on a high rock, with spectacular views 
over the city. Its history is chequered with 
sieges, murders and intrigue and this 
was the starting point of the English Civil 
War, after which the castle was totally 
destroyed. Its award-winning cave tours 
tell this history and take you down into 
the passageways and tunnels beneath the 
building, used as shelters in World War II. 

The tour finishes next to Ye Olde Trip to 
Jerusalem, England’s oldest pub, built into 
caves beneath the castle.

On a similar theme, the City of Caves  
attraction takes you through caves used 
in medieval times, through to their more 
recent uses such as beer cellars and air- 
raid shelters.

You can’t leave Nottingham without 
having your photograph taken with the 
world-famous Robin Hood statue, which 
has been standing in the shadow of the 
castle since 1952.

Culture vultures will have plenty  
to keep them entertained at the  

Nottingham: The land that claimed 
Robin (and made Marian famous)

www.experiencenottinghamshire.com
www.experiencenottinghamshire.com
http://www.nottinghamcastle.org.uk/
http://www.stjames-hotel.com/
http://www.galleriesofjustice.org.uk/
http://www.cityofcaves.com/
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splendid Nottingham Playhouse whose 
line-up for this year includes the 40th 
anniversary production of Stephen Lowe’s 
Touched, starring two of the city’s own, 
BAFTA award-winner Vicky McClure and 
Mr Selfridge star Aisling Loftus.

After exploring the city’s fascinating past 
(and present), you’ll have worked up an 
appetite and there’s no certainly shortage 
of terrific places to sate your hunger.

The Cock & Hoop pub, offering  
wholesome food and excellent local 
beers, is across the road from the Galleries 
of Justice Museum, where Lord Byron 
used to hire rooms to get a good view of 
the hangings outside.

Nearby is The Oaks, a restaurant opened 
just 18 months ago, which prides itself on 
an innovative and highly commendable 
partnership with Nottingham Wildlife 
Trust. This ensures that all the wood used 
to produce its grills is sourced locally. 

A local butcher also supplies all  
the meat for its very tasty steaks and  
sausages. Its quail Scotch eggs, which 
beat a Michelin-starred London  
restaurant in a recent competition, are 
also well worth a try.

If you like Asian cuisine then the  
adjacent Zaap Thai Street Food restaurant 
is for you. Part of a rapidly-growing new 
chain, this wonderfully atmospheric place 
really does transport you to Bangkok and 
even sports a couple of “tuk tuk”  
rickshaws for diners. 

The dishes served in this bustling diner 
are authentic Thai street food and are also 
top notch.

Nottingham has something for all tastes 
and, if Indian food is your thing then The 
Cumin won’t disappoint. Located on the 
city’s Curry Mile, it’s run by two brothers, 
one running front-of-house operations, 
the other creating some fantastic culinary 
creations in the kitchen. 

The food is authentic, flavoursome and 
excellent value for money. Incidentally, It’s 
on Maid Marian Way - another reminder 
of the area’s Robin Hood links. 

A short drive takes you to Sherwood 
Forest National Nature Reserve at  
Edwinstowe, the legendary home of 
Robin Hood and an awe inspiring nature 
reserve of ancient oak trees.

The reserve was once part of a royal 
hunting forest, covers an area of 450 acres 
and incorporates some truly ancient areas 
of native woodland. But don’t leave  
without a walk to see Robin Hood’s  
hideout, the famous Major Oak tree.

Check out, too, the Tropical Butterfly 
House, Wildlife and Falconry Centre 
at North Anston where you can meet 
snakes, owls and meerkats. There’s free 
flying bird of prey and parrot displays, 
a Farm Barn and a rainforest paradise 
(home to butterflies, tropical birds, bats, 
snakes, lizards, and creepy-crawlies from 
around the world). 

Also explore ‘Lemur Heights’, a state-of- 

the-art walk-through enclosure, home to 
ring-tailed and red-ruffed lemurs.

No visit to this area is complete with a 
guided tour of Creswell Crags, a historic 
limestone gorge and caves (including one 
named after Robin Hood) and home to  
Ice Age Art.

Its award-winning visitor centre and  
exhibitions bring to life the site’s history. 
This is where mammoths used to roam 
and Ice Age man (and woman) once 
constructed some amazingly-clever 
instruments.

For those travelling to the UK  
from Belgium it really is hard to beat 
Eurotunnel. Fast and flexible (you can 
often get an earlier or later train than the 
one booked), it is a particularly quick and 
efficient way to cross the channel. It  
operates 24 hours-per-day, 365 days-
per-year and, a few years ago, was voted 
one of the seven wonders of the modern 
world by the highly respected American 
Society of Civil Engineers.

They first talked about a Channel Tunnel 
at the beginning of the 19th Century.  
Napoleon liked the idea but the Brits 
didn’t fancy the prospect of being  
invaded from a giant hole.

Formal Brexit talks will start by the end 
of March but, however long it takes for 
the UK to leave the EU, Nottingham is one 
British region that’s always well worth 
exploring. Its motto is “One Day in Notts 
is Never Enough” and never a truer word 
was spoken.

http://www.nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk/
http://www.oaksnottingham.co.uk
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/country-parks/sherwood-forest
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/country-parks/sherwood-forest
http://www.butterflyhouse.co.uk/
http://www.butterflyhouse.co.uk/
http://www.creswell-crags.org.uk/
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Some good, some not so good. We  
assess Belgium’s new laws

That seems to sum up the legislative 
changes which, as is the norm in this 
country, were introduced on 1 January.

At the start of every new year, a raft of 
laws come into effect and the start of 
2017 was no different. But what have our 
legislators lined up for us all?

Here is a summary of what’s new (with 
the good news first!).

For a start, wages are expected to rise. 
Hundreds of thousands of employees will 
benefit from a salary increase of around  
one percent in various sectors, mostly 
thanks to the wage indexation system 
under which salaries are automatically 
adapted to keep pace with inflation.

Good news for smokers – the fee to 
see a tobaccologist (who helps a person 
to stop smoking) is coming down to  
almost zero in many categories (age etc).

Students will also able to work  
475 hours per year under a new  
beneficial tax regime.

There’s also good news for all  
entrepreneur-minded students out there 
who might fancy starting a company 

while they’re still studying - they too will 
enjoy a friendlier tax regime.

Elsewhere, employers hiring a long-term 
unemployed person will now receive 
€1,250 after three months and €3,000 
after 12 months.

But, like a glass half full, there’s some 
not-so-good news for Belgians and (as 
you may already have noticed) things 
suddenly started get that bit more pricier 
after New Year’s Day.

There has been an electricity price  
increase, with families and small and  
middle-sized companies forking out 
more, while large companies will pay less 
due to a special tax. Surprise, surprise.

Water bills are expected to rocket by  
as much as 14 percent (even for the same 
consumption) while kindergarten costs 
will cost more (albeit by only a relatively 
small amount).

Traffic- and driving-related fines are  
going up. For example, being caught 
using your smartphone while driving 
will cost some €40 more, depending on 
the type of offence, while a drink-driving 
offence will cost €400 more.

There’s also a hike in excise duties 
on petrol and diesel, up two percent.

And a general speed limit of 70 kph will 
apply on trunk and regional roads outside 
urban areas, instead of 90 kph.

Belgian customs also now have the 
power to seize your motor vehicle if you 
have not paid all your debts. Previously, 
this applied only if traffic fines or road tax 
had not been paid.

In future, customs officials can seize  
any vehicle during a routine check if the 
owner or person who registered the  
number plate is in debt.

And vehicles can be impounded if they 
have not passed the road-worthiness test. 
On-the-spot payment of fines and debts 
will be accepted.

The new year also heralded fiscal  
changes for Brussels house buyers and 
electronic prescriptions issued by doctors.

Meanwhile, asylum seekers without an 
income will no longer be able to get a tax 
refund for their children.

This being Belgium there are also  
some quirky changes, for example, fire 
services will have to use a second, “softer” 
siren on their way to emergencies  
between 22.00 and 06.00. Whoop!

New laws for 2017 in Belgium: 
Find out how they may affect you
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http://www.churchills.be
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http://www.sixnations.be


We are a fully mobile abrasive blasting business specialising in the safe removal of rust, paint,  
varnish and other surface contaminants without damaging the surface of the object itself

Using environmentally responsible products and extremely  
low blasting pressure, cleaning or stripping is achieved in a soft and efficient manner  

with absolute respect for the surface 

Automotive
Safe abrasive blasting of your classic car ensures a perfect removal of paint, rust and filler

 Furniture
Treasured furniture or lucky finds at a flea market can be brought up-to-date, gone with dark varnish or 

paint, ready to be part of your hip-and-modern interior. The perfect start to a full restoration!

Various
All manner of objects can be safely stripped of paint, rust, smoke damage and varnish.  

For blasting work, such as stairs, just leave everything to us!

Phone: 0498.18.99.33  
Email: info@blastsolutions.be 

www.blastsolutions.be

We treat your  
surface as if it’s  

our own!

Before After

http://www.blastsolutions.be

